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Goal: The Minnesota Rural Broadband Coalition and its supporters request the 2019

Legislature to fund the Border- to-Border Broadband Development Grant program with

$70 million base funding in the 2019 biennial budget to achieve the state’s 2026

broadband speed goal of 100 megabits per second (Mbps) download and 20 Mbps

6’,, . o\ upload. Consistent and stable funding of the grant program is important to allow

oqdb oo\\‘ economic development agencies, local governments and others to be creative and
and c collaborative in their approach to providing broadband services to these areas.

Background: The Legislature has | 5048 Broadband Availability in the State of Minnesota

traditionally provided funding for the
Border-to-Border Broadband Grant Program
on a one-time basis, rather than over the
biennium. Last session, the Legislature was
unable to fund the Grant Program and only
funded $20 million in 2017. The Office of
Broadband Development received 70
applications in the 2017 grant cycle totaling
over $50 million in requests for broadband
infrastructure projects throughout the state.

The Governor's Task Force on Broadband
Report recommends $70 million per
biennium in on-going funding. This will
provide broadband internet speeds of 25
Mbps/3 Mbps to the 252,000 households
that currently lack such service—and will
help Minnesota achieve its statutory
broadband speed goal of connecting all
Minnesotans with broadband internet
speeds of 100 Mbps/20 Mbps by 2026.

Broadband and internet speeds are
improving across Minnesota. What we've
achieved is a patchwork of highly
successful areas, leaving behind many rural
areas that are underserved and will have
difficult time reaching the goal without state
assistance grants.

“Everyone in Minnesota will be
able to use convenient,
affordable world-class
broadband networks that

enable us to survive and thrive
in our communities and across
the globe.”

-The Minnesota Rural
Broadband Coalition’s vision
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This map was prepared by Connected Nation under contract with the
Minnesota Department of Employment and Economic Development. The
map areas of b service ilability based on provider
data submitted to and analyzed by Connected Nation and modified based
on validation tools. The data is current as of December 31, 2017.

Additional maps and data are available at
http://mn.gs progs i
Upon request, this information can be made available in

alternate formats for people with disabilities by contacting the
DEED Office of Broadband Development at 651-258-7610.
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DEED.broadband@state. mn.us © Copyright 2018, State of Minnesota, St. Paul, MN




A Sustainable Rural Economy in Minnesota

There are proven economic benefits to reliable, high-speed broadband across all sectors
of Minnesota’s economy: education, agriculture, main street businesses, manufacturing,
and health care. Toensure rural areas, their businesses and citizens, do not get left
behind, it is critical for them to be able to access high-speed internet.

+ Investments in broadband infrastructure strengthen our state and regional economies

by improving competitiveness and service delivery.

« Every dollar invested in broadband infrastructure results in significant direct and indirect

benefits to the localeconomy.

+ Business owners need consistent and reliable high-speed internet to increase revenues,

reduce costs and improve customerservice.

“Expanding access to
broadband has not and should
not become a partisan issue;
all Minnesotans, regardless of
political affiliation,

need access to broadband.”

— Margaret Anderson Kelliher, chair,
Governor's Task Force on Broadband,
MN Governor’s Task Force on
Broadband Annual Report 2017

+ Broadband is important for employee recruitment and retention. Businesses wanting to retain or attract young workers

cannot compete with urban centers unless they have high-speed internet.

“Minnesota has established itself as a national leader and model for broadband infrastructure development.
Minnesota'’s legislatively created broadband goals, development office, mapping and grant program are
frequently referenced as “the Minnesota Model” by other state and federal policy makers looking to assure

the needs of their citizens in the ever-burgeoning connected world.”

—Governor’s Broadband Task Force Annual Report, October 2018
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